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THE 6TH TRAINING COURSE FOR ICBR
MANAGERS

DEFINING THE WORK PLAN
FOR THE NETWORK 2018-2022

The 6th UNESCO Training Course for Island and Coastal
Biosphere Reserve Managers took place on Jeju Island, the
Republic of Korea from October 1st to 3rd, 2018. The training
course was organized by UNESCO MAB and Jeju Special SelfGoverning Province and convened by Jeju Secretariat of WNICBR.

After the participatory session on the work plan held in Menorca
last May, a summary document was drawn up, gathering all the
contributions made by the participants. The ideas collected were
grouped into four sections: conceptual framework; functions of
the Network; general objectives; operational objectives and
actions.

The main target of this program is the BR managers of the ODA
(Official Development Assistance) countries and newly
designated sites and the program fully supports the entire
educational expenses.
UNESCO MAB and Jeju Secretariat had received and reviewed
approximately 30 application forms this year, but ,unfortunately,
the limited budget, we had to apply 'priorities to be considered
for the selection process.'
A total of 11 participants were chosen and the participating BRs
to the 6th training course include Peninsula de Guanahacabibes
(Cuba), Wakatobi (Indonesia), Quirimbas (Mozambique), St.
Mary’s (St. Kitts and Nevis), Nanji Islands (China), SahamalazaIles Radama (Madagascar), the Commander Islands (Russia),
Socotra Island (Yemen), Cape West Coast (South Africa), Nam Ha
NBCA (Laos) and Palawan (the Philippines).
This Educational program was implemented for three days with
lectures, presentations by participants and field trip around Jeju
Island Biosphere Reserve. For the first time, a workshop session
was held to discuss more practical topics relevant to the
management including tourism, education, current initiatives
and future projects.
The Proceeding Book, compiling presentations made at the
training program is scheduled to be published by the end of this
year and you can download all related information from the
websites of UNESCO MAB and two technical secretariats; Jeju
and Menorca.

After proposing to all the participants a prioritization of the
operational objectives and actions, we have obtained 32
responses and the most voted actions are:
1.1. Establish a governance structure for the Network
1.4. Obtain funding for shared projects and common actions.
2.4. Integrate the Network's work plan into the respective BR
action plans.
3.3. Organize workshops, training courses and participatory
processes among members.
3.4. Define indicators at the network level to assess the
fulfillment of UNESCO's objectives.
4.1. Develop technical and financial support mechanisms for the
BRs that need it.
4.3. Promote work groups and relationship between BRs with
the same problem or interest.
4.4. Make the knowledge of best (and bad) practices accessible,
and share knowledge regularly and in a standardized way.
5.1. Promote alliances with research centers and universities to
carry out studies and provide data to biosphere reserves.
With all the contributions made we can take the next step and
draw up the final plan to be shared with all the members of the
Network.
We would like to thank the participation and interest of all of you,
and wish to consolidate our network with an effective and
appropriate work to the common interests of all members.
For more information:
http://meeting.islandbiosphere.org/Contingut.aspx?IdPub=904
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
MICRO 2018. FATE AND IMPACTS OF
MICROPLASTICS: KNOWLEDGE,
ACTIONS AND SOLUTIONS
(LANZAROTE, NOVEMBER 19-23)
During the week of November 19 th, the international scientific
community has shared findings from their most recent research
at the MICRO 2018 conference, a major collaborative advance in
the current state of knowledge on microplastics. MICRO 2018 is
under the patronage of UNESCO, and the World Network of
Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves and its Zero Plastic
working group has taken part in the conference.
As island and coastal BR we are particularly affected by marine
plastic pollution. The Secretariat of Menorca, in collaboration
with Lanzarote BR and Marine Science for Society, are
coordinating efforts to implement strategies against plastic
pollution in island and coastal areas, and wish to build a common
front joining our Network to the Micro initiative.
For more information:
http://xarxabiosfera.cime.es/Contingut.aspx?IdPub=1013
Complete conference programme:
https://micro2018.sciencesconf.org/

PACIFIC RIGHT WHALES OFF THE
COMMANDER ISLANDS
We are happy to share recent news – in the end of October the
researchers’ team of the Commander Islands Reserve met three
pacific right whales in the water area of the reserve. The species is
extremely rare and we know little about their way of life. Today
there are from 500 to 900 individuals of this species in the world,
17 of them were identified and included in the 2017 catalogue of
the Russian Federation. In 2012-2013, we identified four pacific
right whales on our territory and this year three more!
We still do not know their exact migration routes and breeding
grounds, however this year we discovered something special.
These whales are thought to travel on their own or in pairs. In
October, on the opposite, we saw pacific right whales travelling
and feeding together with humpback whales. Probably such
company makes their journeys safer and feeding more effective,
as it is easier to find large groups of zooplankton together.
It is wonderful to see that the protected water area of the reserve
serves as a safe haven not only for rare pacific right whales but
also for 20 more species of cetaceans and other numerous
creatures. This safety is achieved by work of several departments,
which includes satellite monitoring of vehicles to prevent
trespassing or illegal fishing, regular monitoring activity,
scientific cooperation with research institutes, educational
activity for everybody interested in whale-watching and careful
management of touristic activity. The complex of all the
measures working together for at least several years shows that
we have the power to make the world a better place and pacific
right whales are one of the signs that the system is working in the
right way.
To see the beautiful pacific right whales in a group with
humpback whales, please, visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIyT2vc1Nec

THE MENORCA BIOSPHERE
RESERVE ACTION PLAN
The Menorca Biosphere Reserve Agency has presented the BR
Action Plan 2018-2025. This plan aims to activate Menorca as a
sustainability laboratory implementing the three functions of
conservation, economic development and of logistical support.
The Plan is developed on the conceptual framework of the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (ODS) of the UN Agenda 2030.
For more information:
http://www.biosferamenorca.org/Contingut.aspx?idpub=1981

2

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
TRADITIONAL FISHING AND
CONSERVATION OF THE EEL IN
EUROPEAN BIOSPHERE RESERVES
(Delta Po Biosphere Reserve, October 2018)
The Po Delta Biosphere Reserve the 13th October organized in its
premises at Comacchio (Ferrara, Italy) an international
conference by the title “Traditional fishing and conservation of
the eel in the European MAB UNESCO Biosphere Reserves”.
The aim of the conference was to encourage the exchange of
experiences inside the World Network of Biosphere Reserve by
bringing together practices and research underway, performed in
territories where the traditional fishing of the eel or glass eel
represents an important element of both economic chain and of
the traditional culture of communities.
Key speakers to the conference where three international guest
form three different European Biosphere Reserves Lake Vänern
Archipelago (Sweden), Bassine de la Dordogne (France) and
Terres de l'Ebre (Spain). Representatives of the three Biosphere
Reserves spoke about the different strategies adopted to address
the issue of eel conservation in their territories, such as the
creation of safe passages across dams, the renaturalisation of
some stretches of river, the collaboration and cooperation with
local fishermen and awareness actions on the eel as a vital
resource of territories both of biodiversity and tradition. To
conclude, a scientific intervention was given by Professor
Giuseppe Castaldelli, associate professor of Ecology at the
University of Ferrara, who reported the latest gained data on the
eel population and its exploitation in recent years in the Po Delta.
The conference was organized by the BR inside the program of
the long lasting and traditional “Festival of the Eel” of Comacchio,
in collaboration with the Po Delta of Emilia Romagna Regional
Park and the Municipality of Comacchio. The event has been an
important moment for the encounter of different territories that
work on similar issues, an opportunity to compare and share
strategies and different points of view as well as a spark to build
future proactive collaborations inside the network of Biosphere
Reserves.
The Biosphere Reserve Delta
https://youtu.be/UDrYq93uil4
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LAUNCHING 'THE LIVING COAST
UNDERSEA EXPERIENCE'
We are delighted to be part of a team that has developed a new
virtual reality (VR) creation - The Living Coast Undersea
Experience – that enables people to have the sensation of
exploring the diversity of our local underwater marine
environment, without having to don any dive gear or ever get
wet!
The Living Coast Undersea Experience is an interactive, virtual
reality & 360 degree experience enabling users to explore the
underwater environment of our very own Marine Conservation
Zone (MCZ) of ‘Beachy Head West’. The MCZ runs eastwards
from Brighton Marina along the Undercliff path to Newhaven
and then Beachy Head by Eastbourne, and is home to one of the
best examples of a chalk reef in the UK with important species of
plant & animal life including seahorses.
The Experience aims to open up access to this unique marine
environment for all, raising awareness of the rich marine
environment on our doorstep and acting as a powerful
kinaesthetic and educational experience to help people
understand the things that we can all do to help conserve it.
The Experience launched at the weekend of 4-7th October at The
Old Market in Hove, as part of the vrLAB of the Brighton Digital
Festival. Take a look at the video snippet below for a taster of
what’s on offer!
This presentation was a first look at the Experience to test it out,
from which we welcomed users’ feedback to inform its further
development. We plan an initial four-date pilot tour locally
within The Living Coast next year, followed by a more extensive
tour in 2019 to schools and community venues here and beyond
– please get in touch if you have suggestions for potential venues.
The Living Coast Undersea Experience VR from Simon Wilkinson
on Vimeo.
Please do let us know your feedback below, thanks!
https://www.thelivingcoast.org.uk/news/launching-the-livingcoast-undersea-experience

YouTube:

3

WESTERN CAPE BIOSPHERE RESERVES RESEARCHWORKSHOP:
A LANDMARK EVENT
A diversity of researchers and practitioners working on and in
South Africa’s Western Cape biosphere reserves were brought
together in a landmark event hosted by the Sustainability
Research Unit at the Nelson Mandela University, George Campus
on the 31st of August 2018.
Governing managing biosphere reserves means understanding
the human nature relationship. It also requires a diversity of
stakeholders to come together to work together.
The one-day workshop targeted the development of a impactful
and user inspired research agenda for Western Cape biosphere
reserves. Working at the interface of practice and research the
desired outcomes of the workshop were to establish a Western
Cape biosphere reserves research network, and to formulate
themes to guide and coordinate the research needs of the
reserves. The workshop invited researchers and university
students, directors and managers of biosphere reserves,
environmental Non-Governmental Organisations, practitioners
and managers of protected areas in the region, so that practice
can inform and have input in formulating a research agenda for
the Western Cape biosphere reserves.
The Chairman of the Western Cape Biosphere Reserves Forum
opened the event. A presentation related to the Western Cape
UNESCO Biosphere Research Portal, a project of the Western
Cape Biosphere Reserves Forum was provided. The portal
provides an open access data repository for research outputs and
other information related to biosphere reserves in the Western
Cape. Dr. Bianca Currie, Director of the SRU contextualized
biosphere reserves as complex social ecological systems providing
an introduction to social ecological systems frameworks and the
need for long term inter- and trans-disciplinary research in and
on biosphere reserves. She advocated for the use of a shared
framework so that research results can be compared and shared
across the reserves. Prof. Herve Fritz from the SRU presented on
the needs and opportunities for long term social ecological
systems research in the region.

It came to light that biosphere reserves also offer opportunities
to collaborate and develop partnerships, and opportunities to
learn and share knowledge. Networks, although challenged by
participation and buy in from some stakeholders and with coordination and governance issues also present opportunities for
stakeholders to work together, aligning efforts and present
opportunities to learn and share knowledge and resources across
the Western Cape. The dominant research themes which
emerged from the participant conversations included the green
economy; monitoring and evaluation and the development of
tools and frameworks; understanding governance of biosphere
reserves and collaboration of stakeholders.
The workshop marked the first time that researchers and
practitioners across the Western Cape biosphere reserves came
together and is the first step toward entrenching a research
network and developing a coordinated approach to research
taking place in and on our Western Cape biosphere reserves. A
second gathering to further develop the research programme is
being planned for the first part of 2019.
A full copy of the workshop report can be downloaded at
http://sru.mandela.ac.za/

The presentations set the scene for important deliberations on
the challenges of achieving biosphere reserve goals, the
difficulties, opportunities and role of networks in facilitating
research practice feedbacks for impactful research. The primary
challenges in achieving biosphere reserve goals that emerged
from participant reflections included numerous land use issues
such as alien invasive plants and water quality and quantity, as
well as the participation and communication of stakeholders at
multiple levels.
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LA PALMA BIOSPHERE RESERVE
ORGANIZES EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES ON THE MICROPLASTIC
PROBLEM
The BR team carries out Environmental Education activities with
secondary education students on the problem of plastics and
microplastics. Students are trained on different approaches
concerning the massive consumption of plastics and its impacts
on the planet and human health. The activity includes a visit to a
beach in which the students collect and analyze the plastics found
on the sand. The activity focuses on those small plastics (less
than 5mm), but visible. The microplastics are very harmful to
marine biodiversity and the ecosystems when introduced in the
trophic chains, and finally reaching the human beings.
Although the scientific community is warning about this problem
and its consequences for health and biodiversity, it is an
environmental problem on a global scale, and of special concern
to La Palma BR team. That is why we consider it is very important
to involve the educational community in actions for awareness
raising, and nothing better than field work to analize the current
situation in situ and propose mitigation measures.
More information at:
http://www.lapalmabiosfera.es/es/noticias/2017/06/23/lareserva-de-la-biosfera-colabora-con-el-ies-el-paso-realizandouna-actividad
La Palma Biosphere Reserve publishes a digital monthly
newsletter to report on the latest news of the entity. Access to
the newsletter:
http://www.lapalmabiosfera.es/es/biosfera/boletines-digitales
La Palma Biosphere Reserve is implementing the Plan of
education for sustainable development, a project aiming to
advance the Sustainable Development Goals. More
information at:
http://www.lapalmabiosfera.es/es/content/educacion-para-eldesarrollo-sostenible

DEPARTMENT OF THE
ENVIRONMENT AND EMERGENCIES
– CABILDO OF GRAN CANARIA
ECOTOUR Project to drive sustainable
tourism in La Aldea de San Nicolás
Using European Regional Development Fund financing
channelled through the Interreg-MAC 2014-2020 programme,
the Gran Canaria Biosphere Reserve has started to co-ordinate
the ECOTOUR Project, an initiative to boost eco-tourism as a
conservation model based on sustainable and environmentallyfriendly tourism activities.
This Project, entitled “Promoting Natural Resources in Protected
Coastal Areas as an Eco-tourism Attraction”, known as ECOTOUR
from the initials in Spanish, will work on enhancing the natural
and cultural heritage of the protected coastal areas of the Canary
Islands, Azores, Cape Verde, Mauritania and Senegal by
promoting eco-tourism activities.
In Gran Canaria, the area chosen is the coastal strip of the main
town and the wetland ecosystem known as Las Marciegas, in the
municipality of La Aldea de San Nicolás. The entire municipal
district forms part of the GCBR and has the tourism potential to
move towards a sustainable tourism model.
The initiative works around three main strands: a study of the
heritage of the protected coastal areas selected, improving
services in these areas as an incentive to attract eco-tourism
activities and promoting ecotourism as a sustainable tourism
alternative.
ECOTOUR has 11 partners of different profiles, who comprise a
multi-disciplinary team that works together to adapt the project
to the specific realities of each area where it is implemented.

La Palma Biosphere Reserve has organized a training
seminar on cetacean-watching for the tourist sector, in order
to progress towards a sustainable and responsible activity.
More information at:
http://www.lapalmabiosfera.es/es/noticias/2018/05/14/jornad
a-de-concienciacion-y-formacion-para-el-sector-turistico-enobservacion-de
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BIOSPHERE RESERVES AROUND THE BALTIC SEA AS
ARENAS FOR IMPLEMENTING SDG 14 – LIFE BELOW WATER
With small means and little formal power, UNESCO Biosphere
Reserves have achieved a range of results by connecting local
initiatives to national and international strategies, by connecting
people and nature, and by stimulating new knowledge
development as well as education for sustainable development.
The success of the biosphere reserves is based on collaboration,
learning and a holistic view on people and nature – connecting
local and global perspectives. Their thorough experience of
integrated work with sustainable development make them
interesting as strategic areas to learn from, invest in, and support
when implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

During 2018 the participants have met at two international
exchange events to share experiences, exchange knowledge and
to learn from each other. They have shared stories from their
respective biosphere reserves focusing on two themes that are of
great importance to sustainable development in Baltic Sea and
for the implementation of SDG 14; Source to Sea and Ocean
Literacy. The outcome and conclusions from the exchange events
will be summarized in a short publication in order to highlight
the contribution of the biosphere reserves to the local
implementation of SDG 14.

In June 2017, during the UN Ocean Conference, Swedish MAB,
Swedish National Commission of UNESCO, and the Swedish
Agency for Marine and Water Management pledged a joint
commitment to facilitate learning and dissemination of good
practices from biosphere reserves in the Baltic Sea Region, within
and beyond the network of biosphere reserves. The intentions of
this joint commitment shall contribute to raising awareness of
sustainability challenges linked to the Baltic Sea, enhanced
knowledge of inter-connectedness between land and sea, as well
as learning from biosphere reserves as arenas for implementing
the SDGs with a multi-stakeholder approach.
The project Biosphere for Baltic is a result of this voluntary
commitment that gathers biosphere reserves around the Baltic
Sea to network, to share experiences and to find new
opportunities for collaboration. Nine biosphere reserves in seven
countries participate and the project is coordinated by
Kristianstads Vattenrike Biosphere Reserve and the Man and the
Biosphere Programme in Sweden and funded by the Swedish
Agency for Marine and Water Management.
Biosphere for Baltic explores and highlights how the work of the
Baltic Sea biosphere reserves contribute to local sustainable
development work in practice, and more specifically to the
implementation of SDG 14 – Life Below Water. The solutions to
the global challenges addressed in the 2030 Agenda and by the
SDGs are mainly local. Biosphere reserves are places where local
communities are included in finding solutions to sustainability
challenges, and therefore interesting as strategic areas to learn
from when implementing the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVES IN THE PHILIPPINES’
LAST ECOLOGICAL FRONTIER
Palawan is one of the Philippines’ UNESCO-declared biosphere
reserve (BR). Being ecologically fragile and prone to development
pressures, efforts in attaining sustainable development has
always been a top priority.
In 2018, several major activities were initiated by Palawan
Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) to address the
sustainability of Palawan’s natural capital. PCSD is the
designated management authority of Palawan BR.

DESIGNATION OF PCSD AS THE
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY OF
PALAWAN BR AND ADOPTION OF
NEW BR LOGO AND TAGLINE
During the 29th session of the MAB Council last 12-15 June
2018, Palawan was acknowledged to fulfill satisfactorily the
three complementary functions of a biosphere reserve. With this,
the UNESCO National Commission (UNACOM) of the Philippines
through Sec. Gen. Lila Ramos Shahani recognized the Palawan
Council for Sustainable Development and its technical staff as the
onsite management authority of Palawan Biosphere Reserve.
Parallel to this development, the PCSD has signed Resolution No.
18-636 dated 18 June 2018 Adopting the Official Logo and
Tagline for Palawan Biosphere Reserve.

INVASIVE SPECIES &
THEIR CONTROL ON SOCOTRA
One of the greatest challenges to biodiversity and livelihoods on
the Socotra Archipelago is managing the existing and potential
threats of invasive alien species (IAS). This includes the spread of
exotic animal and plant diseases and insect pests such as the
exotic Dubas Bug which attacks date palms, as well as invasive
plants and other organisms that may negatively impact on native
biota and even human and livestock health. As an example of
ongoing efforts within the ongoing Socotra UNEP-GEF Project to
tackle invasive species, including the development of an IAS
database and an IAS management strategy, we organized a
campaign to tackle Opuntia stricta (pest prickly pear) and
Prosopis juliflora on the island. The eradication of the Opuntia
cactus in several villages on the north coast included efforts to
create awareness as to the threat that this invasive species poses
to the people and native plant and animal species on Socotra.
The success of this campaign is an indication that communities
are concerned about invasive species on the island and that they
are willing to contribute to their control.
Two workshops were held in the invaded areas, one for women
and the other for men. The team also discussed the process of
implementing the campaign with the community, especially with
the sheikhs and social figures, including Mohammed Osman
Talib, Mr. Faisal Ahmed Mubarak, Mr. Muaad Mubarak Saad,
Ms. Fatima Saad Sarwali and many others. Judging by the
responses from the affected communities, and others, these were
very well received. Community members guided project staff to
areas where Opuntia stricta and Prosopis juliflora were growing,
and participated in eradicating the plants from their homes and
gardens. Officials from Government offices, NGOs, including
women associations, Socotra Project and 254 women, men and
children participated in the campaign. More than 300 O. stricta
plants bearing a total of 114 fruits and 48 flowers and 28
Prosopis shrubs and two large trees were eradicated. Cactus
plants were buried in deep holes to present any regrowth.
Removal was undertaken with inputs from the local authority,
represented by the Government offices, associations, and the
Bureau of Antiquities, because the plants in Suq were growing in
an archaeological site (map). The event received wide publicity
with reports on social media and articles in the national and
international media.
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THE INVESTIGATION OF WINTER
VEGETATION ON NANJI ISLAND

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
TOWARDS CONSERVING WATER

Scientific research has always been highly valued in Nanji Islands
Biosphere Reserve. Between 18-20 January 2018, a survey of
winter vegetation on Nanji Island was held by Institute of Nanji
Islands BR, together with a research group from the college of
biology and environment of Nanjing Forestry University, China.

The Gouritz Cluster Biosphere Reserve’s WaterWise Ways
(WWW) project aims to increase efficiency of water use in three
towns in an arid region of South Africa (Oudtshoorn, De Rust and
Dysseldorp) by facilitating behavioural change interventions,
increasing knowledge about the importance of water,
introducing efficient water technologies and influencing local
municipalities to adopt water wise approaches.

In the past few years, researchers who carried out surveys in Nanji
Islands BR have focused more on investigation of marine life and
less on island vegetation. The aim of this survey was to basically
master the biodiversity of vegetation and the environment
characteristic on Nanji Island. Through systematic investigation
and analysis, we built a database which would offer important
infomation for further conservation and sustainable
development of Nanji Islands BR.
In the survey, more than 20 professionals attended, including 1
professor, 4 doctors, 10 masters and so on. The leader of this
research, Cai Houcai, mapped out 10 research routes spreading
all over the Nanji Island. Each route would take 3-4 hours. In
order to avoid the impact of changeable weather and complete
the investigation as soon as possible, all paticipants were divided
into 4 teams, each of which has 4-5 members.
After three days of fieldwork and cooperation, we collected more
than 120 species of winter plants involving woody plants and
herbaceous plants. Meanwhile, the situations of species
composition, dominant species, plants abundance and
distribution on Nanji Island were recorded. Part of samples were
made into specimens which would be displayed in the science
museum in Nanji Islands BR. In addition, the team carried out
localization monitoring and collection of daffodils from Dalei
Island. On the last day, under the guidance of managers from
reserve institute, researchers from the cooperative unit
appreciated the unique biological landscape along the coastal
intertidal zone on Nanji Island. All members benefited from this
investigation.

The project is essentially in its second official year, however it is a
cumulation of many years of volunteer work that have resulted in
the successful project that it is today.
The project has a two-pronged approach: on the one side the
WWW project focuses on educating local indigent communities
about saving water, and simultaneously fixing leaking taps and
toilet cisterns in these households. Statistics and maps (obtained
from the local Municipality) regarding indigent households and
their current water usage are used in order to identify the target
areas within these communities.
The other side of the project focuses on the recycling (or
scrubbing) of waste water for reuse. This is done by the
installation of constructed wetlands in municipal waste water
treatment plants in order to assist the plant in increasing the
quality of the water being released into the downstream
environment, and also to look at ways of using the scrubbed
water to drive agricultural-based enterprises that can benefit the
local communities.
One constructed wetland is already installed and functioning,
with plans for a second one (in another municipality) underway.
The project continues to grow from strength to strength, and is a
shining example of how important it is to get local communities
involved and educated about how to conserve the environment
and ecosystem services in the area in which they live.
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ST. MARY’S BIOSPHERE RESIDENTS MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS
TO MANAGEMENT PLAN
The effects of increased sand mining in Keys Village to the
environment, the decreasing number of sea turtles in the
community and the need to create a viable tourism product in the
St. Mary’s Biosphere Reserve were among some of the concerns
raised by residents from the area in a workshop on Tuesday
October 30. The workshop, sponsored by UNESCO was held at
the Bird Rock Beach Hotel and was designed to help create a
management plan for the reserve. June Marie Mow Robinson,
the Management Plan Consultant from UNESCO facilitated the
workshop.

Towards the end of the workshop, participants were given a
chance to propose ways in which the Biosphere Reserve can be
developed while preserving the pristine environment and culture
and generate a livelihood for its inhabitants. Displays of produce
from the Biosphere were also on display and sale at the workshop.
St. Mary’s is one of the first biosphere reserves of the Caribbean
island countries and serves as an example of village participation
in efforts to preserve the outstanding mosaic of natural and
cultural landscape values.

Kevin Bowers, a farmer who operates his business in the
Biosphere, raised concern about the health risks posed by sand
mining in Keys. “When sand mining is actually going on, you can
actually see a light brown dust cloud hovering up over the
community…That at some point will not just sicken people
within their homes, but actually the students in the schools. I
think this should be taken into consideration seriously,” he
lamented.
Another farmer Mr. Solomon Morton, said the ponds in Canada
Estate are being destroyed since the establishment of aggregate
businesses in the area. “What I often hear my older folks say is
that the pond always act as a cooling for the breeze coming over
the hills and from that you would get more rain. As a result of
that being destroyed, the rainfall has been depleted immensely,”
Mr. Morton said.
Cultural icon and resident of the Biosphere Mr. Creighton
Pencheon, in his contribution suggested that the relevant
authorities mandate a hiatus on sand mining in Keys in a bid to
allow the environment to replenish itself. “I think an appeal
should be made to Sustainable Development and Public Works
to ease up (on sand mining) to give the environment a time to
heal so we can have a build of aggregation taking place on the
beach so that the Ghaut sand can come down and replenish what
is being taken out,” he explained.
Another resident from the community spoke about the pollution
of the river in Cayon. “When the debris come down, (the river) is
blocked and takes another direction,” she said. “We should keep
that Ghaut cleared.” Another resident from Cayon concurred.
“The mangrove swamp that used to be in such rich profusion at
the mouth of the river are suffering horribly,” he said.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO SUSTAINABILITY RECOGNISED
AT INAUGURAL UNESCO BIOSPHERE AWARDS
Contributions towards the Island’s sustainability were recognized
at the first UNESCO Biosphere Isle of Man Awards, held on 8th
October, 2018. Geoffrey Boot MHK, Minister for Environment,
Food and Agriculture, presented awards for Education and Public
Awareness, Energy, Environment and Economic Sustainability.
The Isle of Man is the only entire nation Biosphere under
UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme. The Minister told
the awards ceremony at Legislative Buildings: ‘At the heart of our
Biosphere accreditation is sustainability of all the things we hold
dear on the Isle of Man.
‘Our Biosphere status reflects the fact that our outstanding
natural environment is interwoven with our durable and stable
economy, our incredibly strong sense of community and with the
rich culture and heritage that have shaped us as a nation over
generations.

Environment: Beach Buddies
The charity, founded 11 ago by Bill Dale BEM, cleans marine
litter from beaches Island wide thanks to its 10,000 volunteers
and works to change attitudes, delivering education messages to
the entire community, including schools. Beach Buddies has
received international recognition and media coverage.
Economic sustainability: Flo the Coffee Van
Annabel and Stuart Gentry have grown their four year old
outdoor catering business, based in a restored 1968 Citroen HY
van, supporting local producers and suppliers, minimising waste
and avoiding any plastics, collaborating with local artisans,
supporting charities, ensuring a sustainability theme to their first
outdoor festival, held in August 2018, and even supporting a
cycling team.

‘UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme celebrates just
that – our human empathy with, enjoyment of and care for our
immediate environment.’
He said: ‘All of us here today have two things in common – our
love of this wonderful Island and a desire to ensure its long term
success and sustainability.
‘These awards demonstrate that we can work together to
achieve this under the umbrella of our unique Biosphere status.’
Announcing the awards, the Minister said: We are delighted that
in their first year, the awards attracted 30 entries, making our
judges’ task very difficult indeed.’
Awards went to:
Education and public awareness: Knockaloe Beg Farm
Qualified teachers John and Fiona Anderson put education at
their heart of their 200-acre operation and host ‘open farm’ days,
school visits and birthday parties, passing on their passion for the
environment, agriculture and community and how they work
together in our Biosphere.
Energy: the Western Civic Amenity Site
Among many environmental initiatives, the site has installed
money-saving solar power and solar thermal heating systems,
low energy lighting throughout the site, including floodlighting,
and electric vehicles. It also has a portable solar system for use at
community events.
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